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When waterways become contaminated with faeces, an important step in contamination management is to 

identify the source of the pollution. Faecal source tracking (FST) is used because standard methods of 

measuring faecal contamination in water by enumerating faecal indicator bacteria do not identify 

contaminant sources. Our research team has been developing tools that discriminate among different 

sources of faecal contamination of water, leading to targeted environmental management interventions. We 

use molecular and chemical techniques to help identify the source of faecal contamination of water whether 

it is from farm, domestic or feral animals, humans or birds. 
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